' \ 'X Weights and Measures (Ireland) Act (1860) 

Amendment Bill. 

[AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE.] 
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10 July 1862. 25 & 26 Vict. 




A 

BILL 



[AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE] 



TO 



Amend “The Weights and Measures (Ireland) 

Act, 1860.” 

W HEREAS au Act was passed in the Twenty-third and Preamble. 
Twenty-fourth Years of the Reign of Her Majesty, 
intituled “An Act to amend the Law relating to Weights 23 & 24 Vict 
“ and Measures in Ireland And whereas it is expedient that the said 
5 Act should be amended in the Manner herein-after mentioned : Be it 
therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, as follows : 

PART I. 

1. This Act shall commence and take effect on the First Day Commence- 
of January One thousand eight hundred and sixty -three. 

2. This Act may for all Purposes be cited as “ The Weights Short Title, 
and Measures (Ireland) Amendment Act, 18G2.” 

15 3. The Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Ninth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Certain Sec- 

Thirteenth, and Fourteenth Sections of the said recited Act (except 
so much of the said Eoiirth Section as repeals the Eighteenth Section repealed, 
of “ The Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Act, 1851,") shall be and 
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are hereby repealed; Provided always, that, notwithstanding such 
Repeal of the said Eleventh and Twelfth Sections, all such Expenses 
as are mentioned in the said Sections respectively which shall have 
been incurred, and shall not have been paid before the Commencement 
of this Act, shall be presented, raised, and levied in the Manner 5 
directed by the said Sections respectively. 

TBs Act 4. This Act shall be deemed to be incorporated with the said 
incorporated jecited Act, and shall be as if the said recited Act (except such 
wnh recited thereof as have been repealed or amended by this Act^ and this 

Act were One Act. 



CertainHead 
and otlier 
Constables 
to be ex 
officio In- 
spectors of 
Weights and 
Measures. 



5. From and after the Commenceraeut of this Act, such Head or 
other Constables only in each Petty Sessions District as shall be 
selected under this Act by the Inspector General of Constabulary in 
Ireland, with the Approval of the .Lord Lieutenant, shall be ex officio 
Inspectors of Weights and Measures within such District, and shall 1 6 
possess and exercise all the Powers and Authorities, and be subject to 
the like Penalties for any Neglect or Offence in the Discharge of such 
Duties, which any Inspector of Weights and Measures heretofore 
possessed or exercised or had been liable to under and by virtue of 
the Act of the Fifth and Sixth Years of King William the Fourth, 20 
Chapter Sixty-three, or any other Act now in force, and shall 
perform such Duties, under the Direction of the Justices at Petty Ses- 
sions, without Fee or Reward, and notwithstanding any Manorial Juris- 
diction or Claim of Jurisdiction within such District. 



6. The Inspector General of Constabulary shall, with the Approval 26 
OsSto of the Lord Lieutenant, also appoint some Sub-Inspector of Coii- 
appoint One jjj eveiy Couiitv oi' Borough in Ireland to have the Charge 

?a“'co«nty of such Copy or Copies of the Imperial Standard Weights and 
or Borough Measures as shall have been provided for such County or Borough 
ci"ij of under the Provisions of the said Urst-recited Act, or may be so pro- 30 
Imperial vided under this Act ; and such Sub- Inspector shall duly stamp from 
wl“o°S’ Time to Time such Sub-Standard Weights and Measures as may be 
also stamp transmitted to him for such Purpose ; and any Inspector of Weights 
Itodards. and Measures in any such County or Borough in whose Custody any 

Copy or Copies of the Imperial Standard Weights and Measures shall 35 
have been deposited, under the Provisions of the said first-recited Act, 
shall, within One Calendar Month after the Commencement of this 
Act, transmit the same to the Sub-Inspector appointed to have the 
Custody of the same, under the Provisions of this Act, subject to a 
Penalty for Neglect or Refusal not exceeding Ten Pounds. 40 



Gimd Jm-y 7- ^ shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of each County and the 
and town Town Council of each Borough and they are hereby required to 
p°o"°deOne provide One complete Set of Copies of the Imperial Standard Weights 
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for each 
County or 
Borough, 
and also as 
many Suh- 
Standards as 
may be 
necessary. 
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■r “rr s; 

Imperial htauUaia rmmtv or Borougli re- 

and Scales, as shall be that such Copies 

spectively ; and such In p i„snecto/of Constabulary in whose 

10 shall he duly stamped y imperial Standard Weights and 

Custody any Copy 01 p lipi-ein-before mentioned,- and the 

Measures shall have been place , . Sub-Standard 

said last-mentioned Cop.es Town Council 

Weights and Measures” and stamping or 

16 shall also provide such goo an sir County 

sealing Weights and Measures „scessary fol 

or Borough respectively as Set ot “ The 

fuT; c"and tot leltt Two such Sets shall be provided 
for any Borougli. 

+«r.;o Trmnpc'tor of Weights and Ex-officio 

R Tf shall be lawful for every ex-othcio Insp Kw the 

M^mes, in addition to tbe lowers givm;^^^^^ r » rfr^y X. SSe. 

,5 -idflrsbreeited Act, at allr— „.,.ler 

Store, Warehouse, Yai ’ there to inspect all 

Goods shall be exposed a P Measures, in the Possession 

Beams, Scales, Balances,^dWergto^^^^^ 

of any Person f |’,„„;Jion arry such Beams, Scales, or 

30 if upon such Inspection 0 ^^just. 

Balances, d of the Fifth 

or otherwise contrary to ““ Pmirth or this Act, or if any 

and Sixth Years of King i lan thereof, the same shall 

Fraud shall be wilfully comim | Persons using 

36 be liable to be seized and unjust Beams, 

or having hr his 01^ her osress.™ 

Scales, or Balance., 01 „ exceeding Five Pounds as shall be 

adjudged h°y any JnSe or Justices before whom any such Conviction 
40 shall take place. 

• ors nthvp<5aid shall report to Judge of 
9 . TheSub-InspectmJ shall be 

Sdt^y C»n;“Sa!!? after the Commencement of_^. ofS.»a»a. 
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Act, and at the first Assizes -which shall be held in every succeeding 
land when it whether One complete set of such Copies of the Imperial 

has not been Standard Weights and Measures and a sufficient Number of Sub- 
G°vand^ Standard Copies of Weights and Measures, Beams and Scales, and 

Juries. County Stamps, has been provided in such County, and in every Case 5 

in which it shall appear to such Judge, upon due Inquiry, that One 
Set at least of such Copies, and a sufficient Number of Sub-Standard 
Copies, Beams, Scales, and County Stamps have not been so provided, 
such Judge shall forthwith order the Treasurer of the County to 
provide One complete Set of such Copies of the Imperial Weights 10 
and Measures, and such Number of Sub-Standard Weights and 
Measures, Beams and Scales, and County Stamps, as shall, subject to 
the Provisions herein-before contained, appear to such Judge to be 
sufficient for such County for the Purposes of this Act ; and every 
such Order shall have the Effect of a Presentment on the County at 15 
lai-ge for such Sum as may be necessary to procure the same j and 
such Treasurer shall, within Three Calendar Months next after he 
shall receive such Order, fully execute the same, or failing so to do 
shall be liable to any Penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

Chairmauof 10. The Sub-Inspector appointed as aforesaid shall report to 20 
2on"£orier’ Chairman of Quarter Sessions for each County in Ireland 
Copies of at the Quarter Sessions of the Peace which shall beheld for such 
tile Twenty-fifth Day of March in the Year One 
Measures in thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and at such Quarter Sessions 
wiTiSe ™ ®“cc“ding Year, whether One complete Set of sucli Copies 26 
Couuty; in the Imperial Standard Weights and Measures, and a suflicient 
nofbeen‘“ Sub-Standard Copies of Weights and Measures, Beams 

done by dud Scales, and Borough Stamps, has been provided in each Borough 
ToraCona- within such County; and in every Case in which it shall appear 

to such Chairman that One Set at least of such Copies, and a suffi- 30 
cient Number of Sub-Standard Copies, Beams, Scales, and Borough 
Stamps, have not been so provided, such Chairman of Quarter 
Sessions shall forthwith order the Town Clerk or other proper Officer 
of such Borough to provide One complete Set of such Copies of 
the Imperial Standard Weights and Measures, and also such Number 35 
of Sub-Standard Weights and Measures, Beams and Scales, and 
Borough Stamps as such Chairman shall think sufficient ; and every 
such Order shall have the Effect of an Order of the Town Council of 
such Borough to raise such Amount by way of Rate in such Borough 
as may be necessary to procure a complete Set of such Copies of the 40 
Imperial Standard Weights and Measures, and also such Number 
of Copies of the Sub-Standard Weights and Measures, Beams and 
Scales, ■ and Borough Stamps, ' as shall, subject to the Provisions 
herein-before contained, appear to such Chairman of Quarter Sessions 

to 
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to be sufficient, and as he shall direct ; and such Town Clerk or 
other Officer shall, within Three Calendar Months next after he shall 
receive such Order, fully execute the same, or failing so to do shall 
be liable to any Penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds: Provided 
5 always, that in any Borough in which no Hate is levied, and which 
Borough is liable to the Payment of County Cess, the Expenses 
incurred under the said recited Act or this Act shall bo defrayed by 
the County in which the said Borough or the greater Part thereof is 
situate. 



10 PART II. 

Denominations of Weight and Mode of Weighing. 

And whereas it is expedient to abolish all local and customary 
Denominations of Weight, and to prohibit improper Deductions in 
weighing, and otherwise to regulate the Mode of weighing Articles 
15 sold : Be it therefore enacted as follows : 

11. The Prolusions of this Part of this Act shall extend and apply Extol of 
throughout Ireland to all Contracts, Bargains, Sales, and Dealings, 
save as herein-after excepted. 



12. Every Contract, Bargain, Sale, or Dealing 

For any Quantity of Corn, Grain, Pulses, Potatoes, Hay, Straw, 
20 Flax, Hoots, Carcases of Beef or Mutton, Butter, Wool, or 

dead Pigs, sold, delivered, or agreed for ; 

Or for any Quantity of any other Commodity sold, delivered, or 
agreed for by Weight (not being a Commodity which may by 
26 Law he sold by Troy Weight or by Apothecaries Weight), 

shall be made or had by One of the following Denominations of 
Imperial Standard Weight ; namely. 

The Ounce Avoirdupois ; 

The Pound Averdupois of Sixteen Ounces ; 

30 The Stone of Fourteen Pounds ; 

The Quarter Hundred of Twenty-eight Pounds ; 

The H.alf Hundred of Fifty-six Pounds ; 

The Hundredweight of One hundred and twelve Pounds ; 

Or the Ton of Twenty Hundredweight, 

35 and not by any local or customary Denomination of Weight what- 
soever, otherwise such Contract, Bargain, Sale, or Dealing shall be 
void : Provided always, that nothing in the present Section shall be 
deemed to prevent the Use, in any Contract, Bargain, Sale, or 
Dealing, of the Denomination of the Quarter, Half, or other aliquot 
40 Part of the Ounce, Pound, or other Denomination aforesaid, or shall 
be deemed to extend to any Contract, Bargain, Sale, or Dealing 
relating to standing or growing Crops. 

[200.] A 3 13. Every 
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13 Every Article sold by Weight shall, if weighed, be weighed in 
full net standing Beam ; and for the Purposes of every Contract 
Baraain, Sale, or Dealing, the Weight so ascertained shall be deemed 
the true Weight of the Article, and no Deduction or Allowance for 
Tret or Beamage, or on any other Account, or under any other Name 5 
whatsoever, the Weight of any Sack, Bag, Cask, Firkin, or other 
Covering in which such Article may be alone excepted, shall be 
claimed "or made by any Purchaser on any Pretext whatever, under a 
Penalty of not exceeding Five Pounds. 



PART III. 10 

Prevention of Frauds. 

14. If any Person commit any of the following Offences he shall 
for each Offence be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Five Pounds : 

O.) If he with Intent to defraud, counterfeit or procure to be 

counterfeited any Brand or Stamp used by or under the 15 
Authority of the Owner or Lessee of a Market or Fair, or 
of any Person having by Law the Control of a Market or 
Fair, to denote the Weight, Measure, or Quality of any 
Article sold in the Market or Fair, or within the prescribed 
Limits, during the holding of the Market or Fair, or of any 20 
Cask, Firkin, or other Vessel, Covering, or Thing in which 
such Article is sold, or the Impression of any such Brand 
or Stamp : 

(2.) Or, with the like Intent, use or procure to be used any such 

counterfeit Brand or Stamp or Impression : 25 

(3.) Or, with the like Intent, alter an Impression of any such 
genuine Brand or Stamp : 

( .f. ) Or, with the like Intent, have in his Possession anything having 
thereon an Impression of any such counterfeit Brand or 
Stamp, or a fraudulently altered Impression of any such 30 
genuine Brand or Stamp : 

(.b.) Or, with the like Intent, transfer or apply any Cask, Firkin, 
or other Vessel, 'Covering, or Thing, having thereon an 
Impression of any such genuine Brand or Stamp, to any 
Article other than that for denoting the Weight, Measure, 36 
or'Quality whereof such Impression was made on such Cask, 
Firkin, or other Vessel, Covering, or Thing ; or in any other 
Manner alter the bond fide Application of an Impression of 
any such genuine Brand or Stamp ; 

(6.) Or knowingly weigh or cause to be weighed, contrary to the 40 
Provisions of this Act, or act or assist in committing or con- 
nive at any Fraud respecting the weighing or the Weight or 

Measure 
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Measure of auy suet Article as in Fart II. of tUs Act is 
,7 ) or^Jirtcnt to defraud, alter any Tictet specifying the 

sfs s s.r.. u , c™,, o«, .. 

purporting to resemble a genuine Stamp. 



16 If any Person shall udlfully pack up or mix, oljause to be 
ID. ii dii)' _ Butter contained in any iirKin j„d.easing 

packed up m Lbstanee. udth Intent to increase JeigM.t 

or Cask, any Salt, , Better so 

16 the Weight of such ^ Sale, he shall be liable to pay 

packed or mixed to J ^te imprisoned for any Period 

:„!Txrer; otllonth^ as the lustice or Justices shall determine. 

16. If any Person 

20 any Wool not being sufficiently . „ , ^ Qots, Skin, or Weight of 

to be wound within any rieeces an^ce 

Lamb's Wool, or any Substance, Buyer, 

::i'?e:r"ii:s?to^«of^ 

26 Fleece so fraudulently made up. _ 



PART IV. 

General Promsions. 

s P Itv recoverable under the Provisions of this Act P™lueo_ 

17. Any Penalty lecoveiao 

shall be recoverable m a sum 7 to the 

30 Disri'^^ and Duties of Justices of the 

of any Act regukting District, and with 

Peace for urforo a Justice or Justices of the 

lypect to other Pai-te .g; to the Ro- 

33 !S™tf “V4 Sessions (Ireland) Act. 1861,' and any Act ^ ,,, 

amending the same. ^ 

tied bv Part Two or Part Three of this Act 

18. No Penalty imposed by Recovery thereof are ings for 

shall be recovered unless liocee^ ^ o commenced 

[ 200 .] 
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commenced within Three Months next after the Commission of the 
alleged Offence, or in case of a continuing Offence within Three 
Months after the alleged Offence has ceased to be committed. 

IndiSmSL. this Act shall be taken to prevent any Person 

from being indicted for any indictable Offence made punishable on 5 
summary Conviction by this Act, or to prevent any Person from 
being liable under any other Act or otherwise to any other or higher 
Penalty or Pimishment than is provided for any Offence by this Act, 
but so that no Person be punished twice for the same Offence. 
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